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Pallava rulers, and at Conjeeveram, where some of the earliest
structural temples erected by the Pallavas (such as the Kailasanatha
and Vaikunthaperumal temples, with their iconographic and
artistic wealth of sculptures) are found. The best examples of the
Chola style is the Brihadisvara temple at Tanjore, erected in the
eleventh century, to the architectural and epigraphical importance
of which has recently been added the interest of the frescoes, which
lie in two layers one above the other. This complicated work of
disengaging the upper layer of paintings, which come down from
the sixteenth century, and of exposing the earlier paintings of the
Chola period constitutes one of the major problems of future con-
servation. The largest number of monuments at one place in the
Madras Presidency is at Hampi in Bellary district, where the ruins
of the magnificent Vijayanagar capital stand in picturesque deso-
lation. The temples, palaces, and bazaars, even in their present
ruined condition, bear eloquent testimony to the glory of the fallen
empire, which by bringing unity and peace throughout southern
India stimulated so much architectural activity in the Madras Presi-
dency. Most of the great temples in South India, such as those at
Madura, Trichinopoly, Rameswaram, Chidambaram, Tinnevelly,
etc., are looked after by committees set up under the general super-
vision of the Hindu Religious Endowment Board, in the Madras
Presidency. In the circumstances the best that can be done by the
Archaeological Department in the matter of conservation is to have
an understanding with the Board that no scheme of reconstruction
is to be undertaken without consulting the Archaeological
Department.

Of the Hindu monuments comprised in the architectural heri-
tage of Western India as many as 301 are now under State protec-
tion. Beside famous Brahmanic Cave shrines, this number includes
examples of every kind and condition of structural architecture